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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to communication filed on 07/13/2001 . Claimed priority 
is granted from provisional application No. 60218428 with an effective filing date of 
07/14/2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-19, and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable by Bastian et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,757,712 B1). 

Regarding claim 1 : Bastian et al teach an airport information distribution 
system (fig. 1) comprising: 

at least one airport data center, the at least one airport data center including a an 
airport information database and a server coupled to the airport information database 
{fig. 5, items 20, 195; column 3, lines Q-14; column 7, lines 29-33)] 

a network coupled to the at least one data center (column 3, lines 50-53); and 

an information distribution system coupled to the network (column 3, lines 50- 
53); the information distribution system including a server system coupled to the 
network for receiving information from the at least one airport data center and for 
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providing and receiving data from a communication device concerning airport 
information (column 3, lines 60-63). 

Regarding claim 2: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 wherein the 
network comprises a public network (column 4, lines 39-44). 

Regarding claim 3: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 2 wherein the at 
least one airport data center includes a first firewall (column 2, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 4: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 wherein the server 
system includes; 

a server coupled to the network (fig. 5, items 20, 50; column 13, lines 33-37); 
a local area network (LAN) coupled to the server (fig. 5, items 20, 50; column 17, 
lines 5-7); and 

a web server coupled to the LAN for receiving airport information from and 
providing airport information to a communication device (fig. 5, items 20, 50; column 17, 
lines 5-13). 

Regarding claim 5: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 wherein the airport 
information database and the database are coupled via a local area network (fig. 5, 
items 20, 50; column 7, lines 28-33). 

Regarding claim 6: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 4 wherein a first 
firewall is coupled between the server and the public network and a second firewall is 
coupled between the web server and the communication device (column 2, lines 54-61; 
column 6, lines 10-17). 
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Regarding claim 7: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 wherein the 
communication device is wireless (column 9, lines 13-20). 

Regarding claim 8: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 7 wherein the 
communication device can be any of a personal digital assistant (PDA), mobile 
telephone, personal computer, and laptop device {column 9, lines 13-20). 

Regarding claim 9: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 wherein the airport 
information database comprises at least one of a flight information database (FID) and a 
baggage information database (BID) (column 3, lines 8-12; column 15, lines 33-36; it is 
important to note that the database containing flight information resides in the server). 

Regarding claim 10: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 wherein a local 
area network is coupled between the flight information database and the server of the at 
least one airport data center (fig. 5, items 20, 50; column 15, lines 33-37). 

Regarding claim 11: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 wherein the 
server system includes; 

a second server coupled to the network (fig. 5, items 90, 80, and 195; it is 
important to note that one of the email servers represent the second server ); 

a local area network (LAN) coupled to the second server (column 16, lines 45-47; 
note the email servers are connected to the VPN network 150 which is a local area 
network)] and 

a web server coupled to the LAN for receiving airport information from and 
providing airport information to a communication device (fig. 5, items 90,120, 195, and 
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150; column 16, lines 42-48; note that the base station 90 is responsible for contacting 
station 120 via the LAN to provide necessary information'). 

Regarding claim 12: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 1 1 wherein the 
airport information database and the database are coupled via a local area network {fig. 
5, items 20, 50; column 7, lines 28-33). 

Regarding claim 13: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 12 wherein the 
network comprises a public network (column 4, lines 39=44). 

Regarding claim 14: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 13 wherein the at 
least one airport data center includes a first firewall (column 2, lines 54-61). 

Regarding claim 15: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 14 wherein a 
second firewall is coupled between the second server and the public network and a 
second firewall is coupled between the web server and the communication device 
(column 2, lines 54-61; column 6, lines 10-17). 

Regarding claim 16: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 15 wherein the 
communication device is wireless (column 9, lines 13-20). 

Regarding claim 17: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 16 wherein the 
communication device can be any of a personal digital assistant (PDA), mobile 
telephone, personal computer, and laptop device (column 9, lines 13-20). 
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Regarding claim 18: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 17 wherein the 
airport information database comprises at least one of a flight information database 
(FID) and a baggage information database (BID) (column 3, lines 8-12; column 15, lines 
33-36; it is important to note that the database containing flight information resides in 
the server). 

Regarding claim 19: Bastian et al teach the system of claim 18 wherein a local 
area network is coupled between the flight information database and the server of the at 
least one airport data center (fig. 5, items 20, 50; column 15, lines 33-37). 

Regarding claim 22: Bastian et al teach a method for distributing airport 
information comprising the steps: 

(a) providing an airport information database within an airport data center 
(column 3, lines 8-14; column 7, lines 29-33)] 

(b) initiating a request for information from the airport information database by a 
wireless communication device (column 9, lines 13-20; column 10, lines 4-7; note that 
the user device accesses server 20 which contains the database information)] and 

(c) obtaining information related to the request by the wireless communication 
device (column 10 lines 7-15). 

Regarding claim 23: Bastian et al teach the method of claim 22 wherein the 
information comprises local resource information, which is specific to a particular airport 
(column 15, lines 24-41). 
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Regarding claim 24: Bastian et al teach the method of claim 23 wherein the 
local resource information can be any combination of data on flights, baggage location, 
airport butler, shop finder, transportation system, lodging, directions, local events, local 
attractions, promotions, feedback, choice of airport and language (column 15, lines 24- 
41). 

Regarding claim 25: Bastian et al teach the method of claim 24 wherein a 
passenger is notified/alerted by the wireless device when a plane is boarding 
passengers (column 15, lines 36-42; note that the laptop is a wireless device and that 
the email is used to notify passengers to board the aircraft). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 20-21 , and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bastian et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,757,712 B1) in view of Conrad et al 
(U.S. 6,810,527 B1). 

Regarding claim 20: Bastian et al disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. Bastian et al teach the airport information system of claim 1 as stated above. 
However, Bastian et al are silent on having the information in the system of claim 1 in 
multiple languages. 
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In the same field pf endeavor, Conrad et al disclose " streams of information that 
identify program segment name, program segment type, position of segment, primary 
language, secondary language ..."[see Conrad; column 7, lines 5-20], 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Conrad et al's teachings of 
making the information available in multiple languages with the teachings of Bastian et 
al, for the purpose of improving the ability of a network "to monitor passenger activities 
and record these activities for other uses" as stated by Bastian in lines 39-40 of column 
6. 

Regarding claim 21 : Bastian et al disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. Bastian et al teach system of claim 19 as stated above. However, Bastian et 
al are silent on having the information in the system of claim 1 in multiple languages. 

In the same field of endeavor, Conrad et al disclose " streams of information that 
identify program segment name, program segment type, position of segment, primary 
language, secondary language ... ""[see Conrad; column 7, lines 5-20], 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Conrad et al's teachings of 
making the information available in multiple languages with the teachings of Bastian et 
al, for the purpose of improving the ability of a network "to monitor passenger activities 
and record these activities for other uses" as stated by Bastian in lines 39-40 of column 
6. 
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Regarding claim 26: Bastian et al disclose the invention substantially as 
claimed. Bastian et al teach a method for distributing airport information comprising the 
steps: 

(a) providing an airport information database within an airport data center (fig. 5, 
items 20, 195; column 3, lines 8-14; column 7, lines 29-33)', 

(b) initiating a request for local resource information from the airport information 
database by a wireless communication device [column 9, lines 13-20; column 10, lines 
4-7; note that the user device accesses server 20 which contains the database 
information)] and 

Bastian et al further disclose (c) obtaining information related to the request by 
the wireless communication device (column 10 lines 7-15). However, Bastian et al are 
silent on the fact that the requested information notifies passengers on whether a flight 
is cancelled or delayed, wherein the notification is provided via a short message 
system. 

In the same field of endeavor, Conrad et al disclose "sending email information 
related to delay in take off, change in flight routing to passengers using a PC that is 
either wired or using wireless connection " [see Conrad; column 3, lines 8-14, 25-29; 
column2, lines 38-44]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Conrad et al's teachings of 
using short email messages to notify passengers with the teachings of Bastian et al, for 
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the purpose of improving the ability of a network "to minimize cost and improve 
efficiency as stated by Bastian in line 44 of column 5. 

Regarding claim 27: Bastian et al teach a method for distributing airport 
information comprising the steps: 

(a) providing an airport information database within an airport data center(/7g. 5, 
items 20, 195; column 3, lines 8-14; column 7, lines 29-33)] 

(b) initiating a request for local resource information from the airport information 
database by a wireless communication dev\ce{column 9, lines 13-20; column 10, lines 
4-7; note that the user device accesses server 20 which contains the database 
information)] and 

Bastian et al further disclose (c) obtaining information related to the request by 
the wireless communication device (column 10 lines 7-15). ). However, Bastian et al 
are silent on the fact a passenger can obtain information about different merchants 
intermingled with advertising, wherein a loyalty program for the passenger is utilized 
between merchants. 

In the same field of endeavor, Conrad et al disclose "using local merchants for 
advertisement which represent a viable support group in flight entertainment network"" 
[see Conrad; column 16, lines 36-43]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Conrad et al's teachings of 
sending local merchants advertisement information to passengers with the teachings of 
Bastian et al, for the purpose of improving the ability of a network "to minimize cost and 
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improve efficiency 1 as stated by Bastian in line 44 of column 5. 

Regarding claim 28: Bastian et al teach a method for distributing airport information 

comprising the steps: 

(a) providing an airport information database within an airport data center(/7g. 5, 
items 20, 195; column 3, lines 8-14; column 7, lines 29-33)\ 

(b) initiating a request for local resource information from the airport information 
database by a wireless communication dev\ce(column 9, lines 13-20; column 10, lines 
4-7; note that the user device accesses server 20 which contains the database 
information)] and 

(c) obtaining information related to the request by the wireless communication 
device, wherein local transportation information is obtained by the passenger, wherein 
the modes of transportation are provided, as well as associated advertising. 

Bastian et al further disclose (c) obtaining information related to the request by 
the wireless communication device {column 10 lines 7-15). ). However, Bastian et al 
are silent on the fact a passenger can obtain information about different merchants 
intermingled with advertising, wherein a loyalty program for the passenger is utilized 
between merchants. 

In the same field of endeavor, Conrad et al disclose "using local merchants for 
advertisement which represent a viable support group in flight entertainment network as 
well as distribution of information such as aircraft number, flight number, flight phase, 
airline, cabin class, flight origin, flight destination, passenger demographics ...to 
passengers" [see Conrad; column 16, lines 36-43; column 2, lines 22-31]. 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Conrad et al's teachings of 
sending local merchants advertisement information and modes of transportation to 
passengers with the teachings of Bastian et al, for the purpose of improving the ability of 
a network "to minimize cost and improve efficiency 1 as stated by Bastian in line 44 of 
column 5. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3719. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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